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practical means of directing troops in action, of em-
ploying them; of enabling such troops to last out and
produce an effect, and this in spite of physical fatigue,
of nervous excitement, of confusion, etc*, all of which
are disturbing factors which cannot be suppressed,
and must therefore be taken into consideration, as they
partly determine the manner of employing troops.

(3) A period of attack which we shall study later on.

From the necessity of modern fire-action has resulted
the obligation of setting up training camps which alone
make it possible to study the conduct of troops in action
(fire in war), and to give the rank and file a thorough and
practical fire-training.

How THE SAMB ATTACK WOULD BE CARRIED OUT
TO-DAY

(See Sketches E and F.)

In any case, the tactics of the 2nd battalion of the
87th would not do to-day. In the presence of a serious
adversary, it would be necessary, as has been stated
above, to run up to the " points d'appui " and occupy
them if the enemy was not there already.

In case the enemy should occupy them, they ought
to be attackedl without delay, successively, of course.
Then they should be organised in the order in which
they are seized.

Let us return to the attack. How should it be pro-
ceeded with, in order to assault the Prussian advance
guard as it was established on June 27th, 1866 ? How
could it put in practice, on the ground leading to
Wenzelsberg, the theory of fire and march described
above ?

Let us assume that troops are ready and assembled
at Schonow. What is the object? The object is to
drive the enemy from the position he occupies and to
take his place. In order to do this, we must go there,
and take therefore both a direction and an approach,
leading thither. It would not do to take any direction or
any approach at random, for if we are content to march
straight on the enemy, without cover, we shall break

1 We shall here do well to recall the attack on Daix during the
Dijon battle, the attack on Habonville at Saint-Privat, etc.